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6" International Bioeconomy Forum (IBF) Plenary Meeting
Nairobi, Kenya
Venue: Safari Park Hotel Nairobi, Thika Road / meeting room IVORY
22 October 2024

Context

The International Bioeconomy Forum (IBF) is a flexible multilateral platform for
cooperation on global research and innovation aimed at addressing key issues in the
sectors of the bioeconomy. It consists of representatives from the IBF member countries
and institutions (European Union, South Africa, Canada, United States of America,
Argentina, India, China and New Zealand) and observer countries and institutions
(Australia, South Korea, United Kingdom, Japan, Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO),
Bioeast). The IBF implements its activities through the hosting of an annual meeting and
a plenary session. Currently, the IBF is co-chaired by the European Commission and the
South African Department of Science and Innovation (DSI).

The aim of the 6™ IBF Plenary Meeting is to provide updates on IBF governance matters,
discuss the future of the IBF and its Working Groups.

Background:

The IBF was launched in 2017 and comprises of representatives from the IBF member
countries and observers. The Forum is aimed at providing a flexible multilateral
mechanism for global partners to deliberate on common thematic challenges pertaining
to research and innovation and policy alignment related to the bioeconomy. The activities
of the IBF are implemented through the Working Groups (viz.; Food Systems Microbiome;
ICT in Precision Food Systems; Plant Health; Forest Bioeconomy; and Biorefineries), which
culminate in annual IBF Plenary Meetings.

Participation:

Participants will include representatives from the official IBF member and observer
countries and institutions and the working group leads. Representatives of countries,
which are interested in joining the IBF, are also encouraged to attend the meeting as
observers. In addition, academics, policymakers and the public will be encouraged to
attend the plenary.

Expected Outcomes:

Feedback on IBF working group deliverables.
Update on policy developments and strategies.
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Format:
e The 2024 IBF Plenary Meeting will be organised as a physical in Nairobi Kenya. Virtual
connection will be provided for the participation.
e The meeting will start with the opening remarks of the co-chairs of the Steering
Committee.
e The times of the meeting are the following:

Meeting (22 October
2024)
Eastern Standard Time (Canada and ) )
USA) / UTC -4 08:00—11:00
Argentina Time Zone/ UTC -3 06:00 — 09:00
Central European Time (Europe) / ) _
UTC +1 14:00 - 17:00
Central Africa Time (Kenya) / GMT +3 15:00 — 18:00
Indian Standard Time / UTC +5:30 17:30 —20:30
China Standard Time / UTC +8 20:00 — 23:00
New Zealand Standard Time / UTC 00:00 — 03:00
+12
Japan Standard Time / UCT +9 21:00 — 00:00
22 October 2024

IBF Plenary

(All times below are displayed in East Africa Time, GMT +3)

14:30-15:00 Online Connection

Opening and Welcoming
15:00-15:15 Welcoming Remarks & Round of Introduction by IBF Steering

Committee Co-Chairs
Ben Durham, Department of Science and Innovation (DSl), South Africa
Peter Wehrheim, European Commission (EC), Belgium

15:15-15:30 Setting the scene:
International Political Bioeconomy Cooperation
Ben Durham

15:30-15:40 IBF State of Play

Siyavuya Bulani, DSI, South Africa
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15:40-16:10

16:10—-16:30

16:30-16:50

16:50-17:50

17:50-18:00

18:00—-19:00
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Johannes Weber, EC, Belgium

Reports from Working Groups

e Plant Health - Canada

e |CT in Precision Food Systems - Ireland

e Forest Bioeconomy - Canada & European Forest Institute

e Biorefineries - South Africa

® Microbiome - European Commission & Microbiomes Support
Association

Discussion (All) with guiding questions: in which WG(s) do you want to
engage and with which objectives/deliverables?

Comfort Break

Future of the IBF Working Groups & Governance
Introduced by Ben Durham and facilitated by Peter Wehrheim
o Role and activities of the IBF in building international R&I
collaboration in the bioeconomy: WGs / IBF engagement in
support of R&I in G20
o New membership recruitments

Way forward and Closure by the Co-chairs
Peter Wehrheim and Ben Durham

Networking Reception

**444XEND OF THE 6 IBF PLENARY******
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Summary of the

6'" International Bioeconomy Forum (IBF) Plenary Meeting

The 6% Plenary meeting of IBF was held on Tuesday, 22 October 2024 in Nairobi, Kenya back-to-back with the
GBS2024.

Around 20 physical participants and some 30 online guests joined the session, coming from Brazil, Canada,
Colombia, European Commission and its JRC Sevilla, Finland, Ireland/SCAR, UK, South Africa. Also,
representatives from EFI, FAO, Fraunhofer institute, MicrobiomeSupport Association, SEl were present.

South Africa, ZA (Ben Durham) & European Commission, EC (Peter Wehrheim) welcomed participants and
opened the 6% Plenary.

They thanked the local organisers (icipe), reflected on the role of IBF as a platform to accelerate multilateral
R&I cooperation and introduced the agenda. They summarized some latest developments on the
international bioeconomy scene and put the IBF plenary into perspective recalling the urgent need of global
collaboration to fight climate change, biodiversity loss and strengthening sustainable development. They gave
a first outlook on how South Africa would like to implement the G20 High-Level Principles of bioeconomy
(GIB) agreed on under the current Brazilian Presidency.

ZA (Siyavuya Bulani) & EC (Johannes Weber) reminded the purpose of IBF and its Working Groups (WG). They
elaborated on the main activities and milestones since the creation in 2017.

Canada reported on the Plant Health WG including its goals, past activities and its key outcomes (workshops,
publications etc). Since there were no actions since 2022, she also introduced some ideas for the way forward
(organise global workshops and support a network of networks).

Ireland/SCAR, in a similar manner, summarised the objectives and main deliverables (e.g. GBS workshop on
Al in pest management) of the ICT in Food Systems WG.

Canada & European Forest Institute, EFl summarised the Forest WG activities since its establishment in 2018:
regular meetings for best practices sharing, communications activities, a survey, reports, publications. The
WG has been stagnant in the recent past with the exemption of the last month where a GBS on forest-
bioeconomy was prepared.

ZA & ECintroduced the youngest WG which focusses on Biorefineries. They identified some links to the Forest
WG and highlighted the work on the GBS biorefinery workshop.

EC & MicrobiomeSupport Association reported on the previously very active Microbiomes WG which has also
seen its activities stagnating in the last years. Clear aims and outcome were reported on, such as the
publication in NATURE. Furthermore, the WG contributed strongly to the creation of the International
MicrobiomeSupport Association which was presented in further detail.

In the plenary discussion on WGs the need for (seed) funding was highlighted to enable its work. A focused
lifespan with clear objectives and deliverables, e.g. policy briefs, embedded in a roadmap was debated. Also,
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the links between IBF (WGs) and GBS, G20 were put up. Potential overlaps between WGs should be addressed
in the near future and inspiration to be found in similar fora, e.g. AAORIA.

Actions:

- One joint (online) meeting with all WGs to discuss overlaps/touchpoints

- WG leads to be clarified within WGs after GBS / WG leads to send email to IBF Secretariat
(Johannes.WEBER@ec.europa.eu & Siyavuya.Bulani@dst.gov.za), indicating their WG members

- WGs to be closed if not enough interest

- WGs (leads) to develop roadmaps and way-forward to be submitted to IBF co-chairs by January
2025

- Roadmaps (1-2 pages) include timeline, objectives, output

- Interim discussion once roadmap proposals ready

- Roadmaps to be presented and discussed in next IBF Plenary/Steering Group meeting, virtual, Q1
2025

As a last and main item, the plenary debated on the overall future of IBF. More (active) representatives from
governments, in particular EU Member States, were requested, and also private, industry actors. The rotation
of the IBF co-chairs, currently ZA & EC, was stressed and interest to be expressed to IBF Secretariat. Overall,
members and observers agreed on the valuable work the IBF is providing and that it should be continued and
expanded, e.g. bring closer to GBS, but safeguard unique R&I policy focus and keep political steer. IBF activities
to be streamlined and consolidated to avoid overlaps.

Actions:

- IBF website to go live in November

- All non-active members to reconfirm their IBF interest to Secretariat

- Inform Secretariat on interest in co-chairmanship and observer status
- Set date for Q1 2025 meeting and share invitation.

The 6™ IBF Plenary was closed by the co-chairs.
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